Notice of Allowability 



- The MAILING DATE of this cc 

iims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in 
rtth (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate commu 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is si 
' "le Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 



Applicant(s) 

ENGH, GER W 



2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 83-97 and 99-137 . 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-<d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this 

* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e) (to a provis 
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1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
fails to teach or suggest the invention as claimed. Note that for the limitation to the seal 
location to be met, element 16 must be considered part of the nozzle tip. As shown in 
Figure 1, there is a discontinuity between the nozzle body and the nozzle tip, i.e., the 
horizontal top of element 1 6 juts out past the slope of the nozzle body, rather than 
blending smoothly together as in the instant invention. Further, since the nozzle tip of 
Hollinger includes element 16, the nozzle tip does not continuously converge as in the 
instant claims, having straight sidewalls above and below the aperture, as well as 
diverging from the aperture to the straight sidewalls below the aperture. 

2. The examiner further notes that the instant method claims have been amended 
to be commensurate in scope with the apparatus claims, and rejoinder is therefore 
proper. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan M. Ludlow whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
4039. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 1 1 :30 am - 8:00 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (703) 308-4037. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. ^ 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1743 
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